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America’s rural health safety net has been in crisis mode since 2010. Rural hospital closures, decreasing
reimbursements, declining operating margins, and staffing shortages have all coalesced to undermine the
delivery of care in communities whose populations are older, less healthy, and less affluent. The mission of
the safety net to serve under-resourced communities is unraveling.

The latest research conducted by the Chartis Center for Rural Health points to a startling new phase of this
crisis as rural hospitals fall deeper into the red, “care deserts” widen throughout rural communities, and the
increasing penetration of Medicare Advantage could further disrupt rural hospital revenue.

"The fact that 50% of rural hospitals are operating in the red and nearly 420 are vulnerable to closure
should serve as an urgent call to accelerate efforts at the state and national levels to reinforce the rural
health safety net and ensure access to care for under-resourced and socioeconomically disadvantaged

communities."

Our services

STRATEGIC TRANSFORMATION

PERFORMANCE TRANSFORMATION

DIGITAL & TECHNOLOGY TRANSFORMATION

CHARTIS CENTERS FOR Al & STRATEGIC INTELLIGENCE

PAYER TRANSFORMATION

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS & CHANGE MANAGEMENT



https://www.chartis.com/rural-health
https://www.chartis.com/expertise/strategic-transformation
https://www.chartis.com/expertise/performance-transformation
https://www.chartis.com/expertise/digital-transformation
https://www.chartis.com/expertise/chartis-centers-ai-strategic-intelligence
https://www.healthscape.com/
https://jarrardinc.com/

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Michael Topchik

Partner and Executive Director, Chartis
Center for Rural Health

Melanie Pinette

Director, Data & Analytics

AnaWiesse
Data Analyst

Troy Brown

Network Consultant and Performance
Improvement Specialist

Billy Balfour

Marketing Communications and Client
Engagement


https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/michael-topchik
https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/michael-topchik
https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/troy-brown
https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/troy-brown
https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/melanie-pinette
https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/melanie-pinette
https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/billy-balfour
https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/billy-balfour
https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/ana-wiesse
https://www.chartis.com/about/our-people/ana-wiesse

