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The Buzz This Week 

More than 3 years since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, new case numbers are declining, immunity

has substantially increased, and the shift from pandemic to endemic status appears to be underway. This

shift is reflected in the decisions made by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United States, both

of which ended their respective emergency statuses in May. Yet the COVID-19 situation remains complex

and dynamic. While locations like the U.S. have seen a substantial reduction in case numbers and a notable

increase in immunity against current variants, other parts of the world continue to grapple with ongoing

outbreaks. This evolving landscape underscores the importance of adaptability and vigilance to navigate this

new phase of the pandemic. 

With the expiration of emergency status came the end of wide-ranging measures to support the pandemic

response, including vaccine mandates. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has

announced plans to sunset the federal government’s COVID-19 vaccine distribution program and transition

to commercialization of the vaccines this fall. HHS has outlined expectations for vaccine manufacturers,

including Pfizer, Moderna, and Novavax, to ensure vaccines remain accessible in various locations such as

pharmacies, healthcare providers, and community vaccination sites. 

New research from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reveals that as of the fall of 2022,

a substantial majority of American adults had developed antibodies to SARS-CoV-2, the virus responsible

for COVID-19. This immunity has been achieved through either vaccination, previous infections, or a

combination of both. The presence of these antibodies has played a vital role in decreasing the current risk

associated with COVID-19, and as of the first week of July 2023, the U.S. is experiencing the lowest number

of weekly deaths and hospitalizations related to COVID-19 since March 2020. However, it is crucial to

acknowledge that the situation is subject to rapid change, and public health officials are closely monitoring

virus variants and vaccination rates. 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7222a3.htm


Nonetheless, the WHO stressed that COVID-19 is far from over. Last week alone, there were nearly

200,000 new cases of COVID globally. This ongoing presence of the virus combined with the shift away

from emergency statuses suggests that we are entering a phase were COVID-19 is becoming an endemic

disease.  

Why It Matters

The shift from pandemic to endemic management of COVID-19 marks a critical juncture for U.S. healthcare

organizations. With the expiration of the Public Health Emergency (PHE) and the onset of vaccine and

treatment commercialization, healthcare organizations are transitioning from crisis response to sustainable,

long-term strategies. 

In this new phase, healthcare organizations must adapt their strategies. Key areas of focus include

surveillance, devising new approaches to vaccination and testing, and the fortification of the healthcare

system to handle future health crises effectively. This will involve leveraging data analytics for real-time

surveillance to swiftly identify and respond to potential outbreaks. As the manufacturing, procurement, and

pricing of COVID-19 products transition to the commercial market, it’s crucial to ensure that vaccination and

testing for the underinsured and uninsured do not lapse. Additionally, measures should be implemented to

diversify supply chains to avert disruptions.

Moreover, resilience should be a priority during this transition period. Healthcare organizations need to be

prepared to address both needs that are related to COVID-19 and those that are not. This may be achieved

through strategies such as investing in telehealth to expand access to care and strengthening workforce

capacity through training and support. As we navigate this transition, the role of healthcare organizations in

safeguarding community health remains paramount. By focusing on surveillance, accessibility, affordability,

and resilience, they can effectively manage this new phase of COVID-19 and continue to protect the health

and well-being of their communities. 
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